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Title: Tourism Promotion in Small Municipalities: The Case of Rifu Cho, Miyagi Prefecture

Abstract

We deemed tourism is seen as an industry that can respond immediately to economic revitalization, and
many local governments are working together with the public and private sectors to promote tourism
in order to achieve the desired results and revitalize their communities. For example, in order to attract
both domestic and foreign tourists, local governments are promoting their local tourism resources, such
as scenery, local specialties, and B-class gourmet foods, which they are proud of.

As a result of a field survey on tourism promotion in a selected small municipality in Miyagi Prefecture
(Rifu Cho in this case) , small municipalities are required to be more aware of their role in overall
management and to cooperate with those who implement mutual/self-help measures more than before
in order to successfully promote tourism.

Key words
Experiential tourism, marketing, storytelling, ensuring ‘public-help’-mutual-help-‘'self-help’ linkage
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