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Comparative Studies on the Masked and Costumed Visitors:
The Formative Background to the Rituals of the Namahage Type

Tatsuhiko Taira

Intorduction

Animal-like sounds echo in the late snowy evening. It is New Year's Eve. On the night of
December 31, the people in Oga Peninsula (0 OO O) are visited by the Namahage.

Young men disguised in masks and straw coats cried like animals—“Wa-aw, wa-aw’— and
rushed into a house. They search every room for new brides and children, whom they catch.
They try to make themselves as fearsome as possible. They act according to images of the
Namahage they learned in their own childhood. Children and women are threatened and given
disciplinary advice.

In the guest room the head of the household,wearing the formal dress, acts as a host to the
Namahage. He sits quietly in front of the hearth (O ) while waiting for the visitors. He
regards them as both supernatural and human. The host humbles himself and asks them to
drink sake (O).

The masked vistors are received courteously by the household head and his wife,and are
served sake and several dishes on wooden trays. The Namahage rarely touch the food they are
offered,but drink the sake by quickly lifting their masks.

After a short conversation with the host, the Namahage leave the house, and dash on the
next house.

This scene is reenacted each time the Namahage enter a house.

In this article, I will explore how the rituals of the Namahage type are formed by using
results | obtained during my fieldwork ; the emphasis is placed on the formative background
to the rituals of the Namahage type from a theatrical perspective.
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O The Origins of the Namahage

To provide background on the ritual tradition of the Namahage,l survey various studies
written in Japanese. The Japanese scholars who have written about the rituals of the
Namahage type (0 OO OO ODO) have been interested primarily in what they may reveal
about the origins of Japanese culture.

The masked and costumed visitor custom is generally referred to as the Koshogatsu visitor
custom®, although the ritual has a variety of names in different regions (See Figure 1). In
most cases the visitors call at villagers’ homes and receive treats or money in exchange for
giving words of luck to the householders.

Figure 2 shows the variations in name. These observances can be divided into three main
types on the basis of atmosphere.

(1) A being intimidating children and women like a demon: Namahage, Nagomehagi,
Nagomi, Namomi, Nagamehezuri, Suneka, Amahage, Amamehage, Amamehagi,
Amabhagi

(2) A sacred being like a deity (Toshigami-sama): Tosidon, Tositoidon, Toinokansama

(3) A being like a devil expeller : Yamahage, Pantu

Kazuhiko Komatsu points out the following characteristics of the Namahage ritual,and
names its ritual “the ritual of the Namahage type®.”

1. The disguised persons use the masks of “oni” (OJ)® or the fearful masks like “demons”.
2. The disguised persons wear woven straw hats and coats.
3. The disguised persons appear in the Small New Year’s late evening.

These observations agree with my own investigations in Oga Peninsula, but they have
changed so as to produce many varieties. Indeed, the dates of observance range from late
December to early February.

There has been intense scholary interest in the observances, and a number of hypotheses
about them have been proposed. Some of these are reviewed below.

0. The Visitor of Koshogatsu (The Small New Year)

The founder of folklore studies in Japan, Kunio Yanagita (1875-1962), offered the first his-
torical interpretation of the visitor customs. In his Yukiguni no Haru (00O O O O 0O 1928) he
suggested that basic Japanese culture spread from the southern Islands of Japan over the sea.
His visit to the Oga Peninsula convinced him of the relationship of the Namahage with
Akamata-Kuromata in Yaeyama Islands®. According to him,these customs have the same
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origin and differ now because they have changed in different ways in the various regions®.
The intention of the ritual is to create tangible images of kami (0 )® so that the people will
have visual proof that at the end of each year the kami do come from distant lands to visit
their villages.
Yanagita believes that the original form is derived from the Ryukyus (O O O Okinawa
Prefecture) and that the Namahage ritual is the closest to it of the Japanese forms. He rea-
sons that the north-eastern part of Japan has retained the older customs.

0. Marebito (Foreign Visitors)

Shinobu Origuchi (1887-1953) suggests a similarity between the Japanese beliefs underlying
the visitor custom and the beliefs found in the western Pacific islands, where people believe in
demi-gods who visit and bring foreign cultures. According to Origuchi, visitors are believed to
be marebito, “foreign visitors.” It is defined by Origuchi in the following way®.

The first meaning seems to have been that of a kami who visits us periodically. The kami
comes from heaven and distant seas, and he brings with him wealth and happiness for another
year, and listens to the requests of the villagers ......... Originally the kami came from the dis-
tant sea in early spring. His visit was not merely imagined, but in the old days people could
actually listen to the knocking sounds of the kami when he came to the door ......... The kami
comes from “the land of Tokoyo (0O O0O).”

This belief, he maintains,is historically based on the Japanese idea that the ancestors were
the recipients of favors from foreign travelers. As evidence for the existence of this idea, he
cites an example of a northeastern Japanese custom® : The man who still keeps a traditional
house not only welcomes travelers who are strangers, but also treats them hospitably and is
proud of receiving them even if their stay is long.

Origuchi believes that this attitude reflects more than just the simplicity of farming people.
The marebito are explained as the kami who visit a village to foretell rich harvests for the
coming year. The time of their visit is restricted to either the end or the beginning of the
year. A costume, such as the straw coat and hat, symbolizes a kami. The kami needed proper
clothes to withstand the wind and rain when coming from a distant land—hence the image of
the kami with their straw hats and coats.

Marebito bless the villagers’ lives,assure the lasting strength of the household and health for
its members, promise rich harvests, and give advice for personal actions during the coming
year. Origuchi believes that the Namahage retain the original form of the marebito.

C. ljin (Strangers)
The concept of ljin (O 0O), “strangers” is investigated more concretely by Masao Oka (1898-
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1982). These outsiders of society, with names such as yamauba (O O), tengu (O 0O), and oni,
are greeted with mixed feelings of respect and fear. The people receive them hospitably, but
keep their distance since the strangers are believed to be the souls of the dead, or spirits, to
whom the people must show hospitality.

To discover the origin of such strangers, Oka examined ethnographic instances in Melanesia
and elsewhere in Oceania that exhibited a similar character, but were more highly structured.
According to Oka, secret societies exist because an immigrant society with a different culture
has entered into a mutual relationship with the local people. Oka bases this hypothesis on his
comparison of the Namahage ritual and similar customs in Japan with observances of the
Ryukyu Islands. He claims that the Namahage ritual is an outgrowth of customs that are
very much like secret society activities in Melanesia®.

D. Hitogami (Man-god)

Ichiro Hori (1910-1974) sutudied historically the belief in visiting strangers who arrive on a
designated day and the process by which divergent customs were produced. He classified the
belief found in the Namahage observance and similar customs as the belief in the man-god“”.
In these customs, men act for the kami, using his language, words, and behavior.

The folk belief in kami in the form of a man-god is very old, for stories telling of straners
who wear straw coats and hats as symbols of the visiting kami appear in the Nihonshoki
(O OoDon.

According to Hori, if a visiting kami is received at the end of the year, he is expected to re-
move peoples’misfortunes ; if he comes at the beginning of the year, he will predict rich har-
vests for the coming year. Therefore, the Namahage who visit houses on New Year Eve could
be performing a double function.

The main functions of the the Namahage are to guarantee a rich harvest, to give blessings,
to drive out evil spirits. Hori points out that the existance of the visitor custom is supported
by these functions.

E. Sakugami (The Kami of Crops)

Mikiharu Ito considers the custom of Koshogatsu visitors to be an agricultural ritual®. He
classifies the Koshogastu visitors found in the main islands into the following eight types, on
the basis of names with similar origins“?.

(1) Namahage ... Namahage, Nagomehagi, Nagamehezuri, Namomi, Nagomi, Suneka,
Amamehagi, Amahage, etc.

(2) Chasego ... Chasego, Chasen, Chasenko

(3) Kasedori ... Kasedori, Kasadori, Kasegitori, Kaseodori

(4) Totataki ... Kapakapa, Totataki, Kotokoto, Hotohoto, Pakapaka
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(5) Kayutsuri ... Kayutsuri, Kayuzuri, Kaitsuri, Kahitsuri
(6) Torohei ... Torohei, Toroho, Torihei

(7) Oiwaiso ... Oiwaiso

(8) Others ... Harukoma, Kekkoro, Kaneuri

He compares the Namahage with the seven others, and classifies these types in the following
way®:

(a) Intimidating (COO) ... (1)
(b) Playful (CO0O) ... (2)O(8)

Although the playful aspect of the other types contrasts with the attitude of the Namahage,
all types share some elements. In every variety, the disguised persons, carrying noisemakers,
visit the villagers only on a certain date in Janurary. The Namahage are believed to be the
kami of crops and to possess power to assure a rich harvest, in the Hotohoto ritual, the topic
of conversation between the masqueraders and the villagers is always the rich harvest. In the
Kasedori, Totataki, and Oiwaiso types, the visitors carry imitation farming tools. From these
similarities Ito infers that the customs are probably of the same origin, and that anticipation
of a rich harvest was involved in all. Ito further points out that in Japan most agricultural
rituals are performed for the success of paddy rice cultivation (O O). He classifies these ritu-
als by month into five categories™.

(A) Rituals of the anticipation (OO O0O) of a rich harvest in the coming year, performed
in January.

(B) Rituals for the seeding of rice (O OO O), performed in either April or May.

(C) Rituals for planting the young rice plants (U OO O), performed in May or June.

(D) Rituals of magic (0000 0O), to prevent any unexpected disaster from occurring, per-
formed in September through November in the rice-growing period. These include
Mushiokuri (O O 0O), or sending away the insects; torioi (O O O), or driving away the
birds ; amagoi (O O O), or rain making.

(E) Rituals for the harvest (00O 0O0O), performed in September through November.

Ito infers that a close relationship might have existed in Japan between the harvesting ritu-
als and the rituals of anticipation®. And Ito explains that the rituals of anticipation, including
the Namgage ritual, are conducted by a particular age group in both Japan and the Ryukyu
Islands. Thus Ito maintains that the Namahage ritual practice bears the closest relationship
to the rituals of the Ryukyus.

Origuchi and Yanagita described the early Japanese belief that the spirits or man-gods come
from a land called either tokoyo or nenokuni (O O O). In Ryukyus this land is called
niraikanai. In this case the origin of the man-gods is imagined to be not only the world
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where the spirits or souls of the dead reside, but also the world from which resources for the
living originate. Origuchi describes this as the paradaise beyond the sea.

Because of the presumed antiquity of ideas about the nature of kami retained in the
Namahage observance, the atomosphere or conditions under which the ritual is enacted, and
the nature of the performers, many scholars have been interested in investigating this ritual.
Most of them arrived at their opinions by comparing the customs found in the Ryukyu
Islands with those in Japan.

In the case of the Namahage, however, the villagers of Oga Peninsula believe that the
Namahage have come from the mountains.

I infer from these beliefs that the Namahage ritual is a combination of the belief in the vis-
iting man-god and the belief in the sacred mountains, or sangaku-shinko (OO O O).
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0 The Rituals of the Namahage Type in Japan

Among the Koshogatsu visitors, the Namahage type presents the most theatrically interest-
ing performance. Therefore I sought an area in which a ritual of the Namahage type was still
observed. From past records | selected those areas in which events with the name Namahage
or a similar name had been reported (See Figure 2)“®. Rituals of the Namahage type were re-
ported to exist in 18 locations.

(A) Namahage (Oga City, Akita Prefecture)

(B) Namahage (Kyu-Wakami-machi, Oga City, Akita Prefecture)

(C) Nagomehagi (Noshiro City, Akita Prefecture)

(D) Yamahage (Yuwa-machi, Akita City, Akita Prefecture)

(E) Amahagi (Kisakata-machi, Nikaho City, Akita Prefecture)

(F) Amahage (Yuza-machi, Yamagata Prefecture)

(G) Amamehagi (Murakami City, Niigata Prefecture )

(H) Amamehagi (Wajima City, Ishikawa Prefecture)

() Amamehagi (Monzen-machi, Wajima City, Ishikawa Prefecture)

(J) Nagamehezuri (Kazamaura-mura, Mutsu City, Aomori Prefecture)
(K) Namomi (lwaizumi-cho, Iwate Prefecture)

(L) Namomi (Taro-cho, Miyako City, Iwate Prefecture)

(M) Nagomi (Ootsuchi-cho, Iwate Prefecture)

(N) Suneka (Yoshihama, Sanriku, Oofunato City, Iwate Prefecture)
(O) Toshidon (Shimokoshiki Island, Kagoshima Prefecture)

(P) Toshitoidon (Tanega Island, Kagoshima Prefecture)

(Q) Toinokansama (Yaku Island, Kagoshima Prefecture)

(R) Pantu (Miyakojima City, Miyako Island, Okinawa Prefecture)

The existance of Yamahage of Akita Prefecture (D) is of special interest. The ritual of the
Yamahage (D) is called “Akumabarai (Devil expeller).” Yamahage means literally “peeler from
the mountains,” which does not clearly indicate the peeler of red spots;but | consider it similar
in meaning to Amamehagi and Nagomehagi.

Namahage, Nagomehagi, Nagamehezuri, Amahage, Amahagi, Amamehagi, Namomi,
Nagomi, Suneka®” have the same meaning. They mean “to take off red spots” or “a being who
takes off red spots.” The red spots here refer to a mottled skin condition known medically as
cutis marmorata or in severe cases livedo reticularis®. It is a disorder of the blood vessels
caused by overheating certain parts of the body. In Japan this condition occurs because of the
way people keep warm indoors during the severe cold of winter.

The red mottled skin condition is the result of prolonged warming and inactivity. Thus the
names for the malady sometimes carry the pejorative connotation “inactive, lazy, avoiding
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work.”

Hidako (O O) is the generic word for this skin mottling in the northeast and neighboring
areas. Suneka or Namomi in Iwate Prefecture, Nagomehagi or Amahagi in Akita Prefecture,
are dialect words for the same. The other parts of the ritual name, O hagi, [ hage, are dialect
forms of the verb “to peel off” or of “a being who peels off.”

In the full context of the ritual, the complete name not only signifies the being who peels
off the red spots, but implies that this is done to teach an indolent person not to be idle and
sit by the hearth too much of the time.

These names of the Namahage rituals seem to emphasize certain attributes of the
visitors;they are beings like demons who take off red spots. They are known as oni. Oni is a
general term in Japanese. It is the equivalent of “demon” in the West. It could be identified
by the horns on their heads and the fangs in their mouths. The children fear the Namahage
the most. Before television and advertisements publicized the Namahage, the children really
thought of them as oni. Oni are considered to be merciless and fearsome and to have strong
power, but they are also seen as messengers of the kami.
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O The Legend of the Namahage

The Namahage ritual remains most vital in the Oga City area. It was because there is more
documentation of the ritual there than elsewhere.

The oldest document that describes the Namahage ritual was written by Masumi Sugae
(1754-1829) in 1804 (See Figure 3). According to his drawing and description, in the old days
the Namahage had a rather simple appearance and were not invited into the house, but just
stood in front of the door. The head of the household welcomed them by offering them a
wooden tray of rice cakes through the half-opened door. The costumes of the Namahage as
well as their performance seem to be getting more and more elaborate in the course of time.

There are several stories concerning the origin of the Namahage ritual, one of which is as
follows™.

Once upon a time the Emperor Fu (O O) of the Han Dynasty brought five oni to Oga
Peninsula. He worked them so hard without giving them a day off that they threw up their
hands in despair. One year the emperor finally gave them a day off on January 15. He told
them that they could do whatever they liked in the villages. The exited oni ran down to the
villages crying “Wa-aw, “wa-aw, oro-oro,” and kicked the snow of Shinzan (Mt. Shin).

“Wa-aw, give us sake,” they cried and rushed into the houses. The trembling villagers
treated them to as much sake as they had in their homes. The children cried and would not
stop crying.

“Bring the crying children here. We will take them to the mountains and pierce them with
long skewers, roast them on a big fire, and eat them,” said the oni.

“Please spare us, please spare us,” begged the trembling mother, putting their children into
closets to keep them quiet.

The oni spared them, but then their eyes brightened again. They said to an idle fellow,
“What are those red namumeyo (red mottled skin) on your legs? | see you were warming
your legs all day long without doing your job. While we were working hard, what were you
doing? Stick out them and we will peel them off for you.”

The oni stuck his knife into the mat and stared at the idle fellow. The fellow, paralyzed
with fear, lost his head and cried, “please spare me, please spare me. | will work hard from
now on.” The oni spared him.

It was not unbearable as long as they behaved like this, but the oni got very drunk and
went out in the night, kidnapping girls, did violence to them.

Emperor Fu left for China, and the oni remembered their day of freedom and rushed back
to the villages. They appeared crying “Wa-aw, wa-aw, oro-oro,” and drank the villagers’sake
and ate their roasted chickens, and then they took the girls with them. These ravages of the
oni lasted for many days until the villagers could bear it no longer. They tried to fight with
axes and hoes, but they could not defeat the oni.
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At last the villagers hit on a good idea and said to the oni, “Try to make a thousand stone
steps overnight up the hill toward the yard of Goshado (O O O) Shrine. If it is done we will
offer you a girl every year for a treat. If not, we will forbid you to enter our villages”.

The oni agreed and started to work. In front of the surprised villagers the oni fetched large
stones and rocks from Kanpuzan (Mt. Kanpu) and began making the steps. The villagers then
hired a man who was a good mimic, and when the steps reached 999 he cried like a rooster.
This made the oni think the night was over. They trembled with anger and yelled. Their hair
bristled up. All of a sudden one of the oni took hold of a big cryptomeria (O0), pulled it out
by the roots, and threw it on the ground with the roots sticking up. They were content for
now, and went back to the mountains.

The supposed cryptomeria is now kept in a small cottage at Goshado Shrine, with more
than 999 steps leading up to it. The villagers in Oga explained that because of this legend a
few villages considered it taboo to eat roosters.

One old man in Oga told a similar story, with Akagami (O O) of Shinzan (O O O Mt. Shin)
substituted for Emperor Fu. Some persons explained that the oni lived at Honzan (O O O Mt.
Hon). The people of the villages close to Shinzan and Honzan usually explain that the
Namahage come from these two mountains, whereas those close the Hachiro Lagoon (OO 0)
explain that the Namahage cross the ice (shiga) on Hachiro Lagoon from Taiheizan (0O OO
Mt. Taihei). The Namahage of Ilwakura (O 0O) are believed to come from Taiheizan®.

According to another tale, the Namahage originated from a giant, stranded on the coast of
Oga, who had a big mouth, a high nose, and glittering eyes. He spoke a strange language and
was thought by the local residents to be an oni. Some described the stranger as a stranded
Russian.

Although Sugae mentioned the Namahage several times, he did not record this legend re-
ported by the recent inhabitants. It is possible that during the nearly 200 years since Sugae’s
description of the Namahage the legend has developed many versions and has been elaborated
on to create complete stories such as the one above mentioned by Segawa and Matsutani.
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Conclusion

To attract tourists in Oga Peninsula, the tourist bureau of the Japan National Railroad
Lines advertises the Namahage ritual as a strange custom of this district. Many souvenirs of
the celebration are sold to visitors to this area. Semi-professional, part-time Namahage are
hired by hotels to entertain guests year-round. In cooperation with the tourist bureau, in 1964
Oga City has held a special Namahage festival (“Namahage Sedo Matsuri”) in February to at-
tract tourists during the period when there are no agricultural activities. In this event the
stereotyped Namahage surround a large bonfire and perform a dance (“Namahage Odori”)
that was invented for the tourists in 1961. This is a performance of dancing rather than a tra-
ditional ritual, for it is called “the Namahage of tourism®.”

The Namahage festival as a commercial attraction seems to be performed in the overt tour-
ist space, while the Namahage ritual as a traditional custom is basically a drama for insiders
only;it is a series of intimate scenes in which actors and audience participate.

Many scholars of drama suggest that regional festivals such as the Namahage are primative
forms of the Japanese Noh plays®. Unquestionably a visit from the Namahage creates a dra-
matic scene. The scene represent a mystic authority, and it is instead a reinforcement of estab-
lished authority.

The participants, however, are not professional players, only people of a hamlet who share
traditions and beliefs.

In each hamlet of Oga Peninsula the main role in the ritual is played by a group of dis-
guised young men, using dwelling places for their stage. Its use of masks of the Namahage
ritual may be considered one of the most effective in the creation of dramatic atomosphere.

It is clear that the Namahage ritual has changed during the past 200 years, the period for
which we have historical information. One apparent change has been the increasing emphasis
on masks, which heighten the dramatic effect of the event. Each mask has its own original
features.

Behind their masks, the young men become strangers to their villagers. The young men in
disguise experience a spiritual change. To them the mask is not only a concealer of identity,
but also a symbol of an ancestral sipirit and a representation of a supernatural being.

Thus the ritual of the Namahage type has become more and more a concious theatrical pro-
duction.
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Notes

The “Shogatsu,” or the beginning of a new year, is the most important holiday in
Japan. It can be divided into two periods:one is called “Daishogatsu” (the Big New
Year), during which various rituals to welcome the New Year's god are conducted, and
the other is “Koshogatsu“ (the Small New Year), during which the emphasis is placed
on the prayers for a harvest. The first three days of January are the most important
part of the Big New Year, while January 15 is the center of the Small New Year.
Koshogatsu literally means “the Small New Year,” which is the New Year according
to the Lunar Calendar. The observances seen during the Small New Year are closely as-
sociated to our daily living, when compared with the rituals for the Big New Year.
Originally, the word Shogatsu meant a religious ritual, which was performed to wel-
come the New Year’'s deity called “Shogatsu-sama” or “Toshigami-sama.” “Toshigami-
sama” was believed to be a deity who came out from a high mountain where he lived
and brought happiness to the human beings. See Masako Kurachi and John MacDowell
(1998), Eigo de shoukaisuru Nihon no nenjugyouji [The Japanese Customs, Traditions,
& Annual Events], Natsumesha, p.10, p.35.
Kazuhiko Komatsu (2000), “Mino Kkite, kasa kite kuru mono ha ...... mouhitotsu no
‘marebito’ ron ni mukete,” Kaii no minzokugaku 0 oni, Kawadeshoboshinsha, p.106.
Yoshihiro Kondo (1966) analyzes the “oni” as a demon derived originally from the won-
ders of nature, such as thunder, earthquakes, and other awe-inspiring phenomena. See
Nihon no oni [Oni in Japan], Oufusha, p.14.
According to Yanagita, Akamata is derived from

“

aka” (O ), meaning red, and
Kuromata from “kuro” (), meaning black. Thus, Akamata-Kuromata is a being ap-
pearing in two colors. But Origuchi infer that Akamata is derived from “aka hebi,”
meaning a red snake, and Kuromata from “kuro hebi,” meaning a black snake. Akamata
and Kuromata wore masks. These deities visited every house of the village. Before sun-
rise they left the village.

Kunio Yanagita “Ogasaberi,

”

Yukiguni no haru, Yanagita Kunio zenshu, [Complete
Collection of Essays by Kunio Yanagita], Tsukumashobo, 1997, pp.733-734.

The “kami” are numerous, even innumerable, as is suggested by the phrase “yaoyorozu
no kami” (“a myriad of kami”). Originally any form of existence that possessed some
extraordinary or awe-inspiring quality was called kami.

The “marebito” is defined by Origuchi. See Origuchi Shinobu zenshu [Complete Collection
of Essays by Shinobu Origuchi], ed. Origuchi Hakase kinen kodai kenkyujyo, Vol.2,
Tokyo ; Chuokouronsha, 1982, pp.33-35.

Origuchi, “Haru kuru Oni,” Origuchi Shinobu zenshu [Complete Collection of Essays by
Shinobu Origuchi], ed. Origuchi Hakase Kkinen kodai kenkyujyo, Vol.16, Tokyo;
Chuokouronsha, 1982, pp.402-406.
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(9) Masao Oka (1994), ljin sonota [The Stranger and Others], ed. Taryo Oobayashi, Tokyo,
Iwanamishoten, 1994, p.132.

(10) Ichiro Hori, Waga kuni minkanshinko shi no kenkyu [Studies on the History of the Folk
Beliefs in Japan] (2), Tokyo Sogensha, 1953, pp.731-739.

(11) Mikiharu Ito (1963), Inasakugirei no ruikeiteki kenkyu [A Topological Study of
Agricultural Rituals], Kokugakuin University Nihonbunka kenkyujyo, Tokyo, p.148.

(12) Ito (1963), p.154. See Figure 1 (Quoted from Ito, 1963, p.155).

(13) Ito (1963), pp.151-152. He describes the characteristics of the Namahage as follows :
(a) They appear at night on a certain date.

(b) Only adults can participate.

(c) They wear masks of the dreadful oni.

(d) They carry sticks, knives, or other weapons.

(e) They make sounds like animals.

(f) They threaten children and women while visiting the houses.
(g) They are believed to be man-gods who predict a rich harvest.

(14) 1to (1963), p.24.

(15) Ito (1963), p.55.

(16) The illustrated book, Koshogatsu no houmonsha (Koshogatsu Visitors), Oni no yakata
(The house of oni) of kitagami city, 1997, p.20.

(17) Although this ritual is called “Suneka,” other information indicates that the name
probably means “Suneka-takuri.”

(18) Cutis marmorata (O OO OO O) is considered by some people to be almost a normal re-
sponse to cold and hardly a disease at all. Livedo reticularis (0O O OO 0O) is the more
severe form.

(19) Takuo Segawa and Miyoko Matsutani (1958), eds. Akita no minwa [Folk Stories in
Akita], Tokyo : Miraisha, pp.178-181.

(20) Nihon kaiikibunka kenkyujyo, ed. Namahage—sono men to shuzoku—[The Namahage :
the Masks and Customs], Nihon kaiikibunka kenkyujyo, 2004, p.72.

(21) See Tatsuhiko Taira, “Akita no minzokugyouji to kankoubunka no hikaku kenkyu”
[Comparative Studies on Folkloric Events in Akita and the Culture of Tourism],
Internatinal Tourism Review, Vol. 14, 2007, pp.34-40.

(22) Chalesd JO Dan. “Geinou no hattatsu dankai,” ed. Geinou shi kenkyukai, Hikaku geino
ron [The Theory on the Comparative Performing Arts], Tokyo : Heibonsha, 1971, pp.265-
276.
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Figure 1 Distribution of Koshogatsu visitor customs in Japan
(Quoted from Mikiharu Ito, 1963, p.155).
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Figure 2 Distribution of rituals of the Namahage type.
(Quoted from Koshogatsu visitors, 1997).
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Comparative Studies on the Masked and Costumed Visitors: The Formative Background to the Rituals of the Namahage Type
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Figure 3

(Quoted from Oga no Samukaze, Akita Prefectural Museum).
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